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Haw can vour help?

All Contributions are
Tax Deductible
In U.S. and Europe
Via New Israel Fund
"Donor Advised for Peace Child
Israel”

New Israel Fund 7RWY7 AwTNN Di7n

P.O. Box 91588
Washington D.C. 22003-1588
U.S.A
And Local Offices

4

www.mideastweb.org/peacechild ..oV
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Peace Child Israel POB 3669 Tel-Aviv 61036
Tel: (972-3)730-0481 Fax: (972-3)730-0695
e-mail: pci@netvision.net.il
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PEACE CHILD ISRAEL
PEACE CHILD ISRAEL PERFORMANCE CALENDAR - TUNE 2002

Troupe Date Location Hour

'| Ra'anana/Qalansua Troupe June 4,2002 | Bet Berl "Tarbuton" 20:00
Misgav/Sakhnin Troupe June 6, 2002 | Eshkol Paiss Misgav 19:30
Abu Gosh/Jerusalem Troupe | June 11, 2002 | Givat Gonen High School 12:00
Abu Gosh/Jerusalem Troupe | June 13, 2002 | Abu Gosh High School 12:00
Misgav/Sakhnin Troupe June 13, 2002 | Eshkol Paiss - Student show |  11:00
Md'alot/Tarshikha Troupe June 27,2002 | Eshkol Paiss Ma'alot 19:00
Akko Troupe June 30, 2002 | Jewish-Arab CC - Wolfsohn | 20:00




AMERIOAN JEWISH WORLD

~'ﬁl\.—liusice';l- leads childrent

By NECHEMIA MEYERS

"Peace Child,” » musica! pre-
sented recently by youngsters
from Kibburz Maayan Zviard the

Arab village of Faraciy, is extracre |

dinarily naive.

It is based on the premize chat
jewisn and Palestinfan chlidren,
working together, can force the
jeadere of their respective peopies
to talk peace and, sooner or later, to
fnake peace

Yetthere is somathing sppraling
in this naivete, and, with 2 peace
conference apparently i the off
ing, the theme veem: slightly less
divoreed from reality than might
otherwise be tha case,

One thing for sure, the perfor-
m#nca — and the two vears spant
preparing it — created bonds be-
tween the children of Maayan IZvi
and Faradis that had not axisted
before.

For even though they ilveorly a
couple of miles apart, just soutliof
Haira, it was only throughthiscor-
mon endeavor :hai they became
acqualnted with one another.

“Peace Chilld” did not originate
in lsrael. It evolved, over a decade
ago, from *Peace Pook” by English-
man Barmard Benson, which we
turned into a play by David
Woollcombe of the BBL., Then
music was added by another kn-
glishman, composer Davia Gor-
don.

In its original version, “Peace
Child” featured youngsters from
the U.S, and the USSR, whe
banded together to preveat the
outbreak of a nuclear war betwean
the two superpowers.

Later versions were adapied
the situations prevalling in various
strifestorn corners of the world
Thus when “Peace Child” was pro-
duced in Belfast, the protagonists
were Frotestant and Catholic
youngsters.

The musical was brought to this
country by Yaél Drouyanof, a vet-
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ean lsraeli actiess and peace activ-
ist, wno called in Hahan Peled, a
well-krown playwright and
$¢ ,;)t'.'fr!*er, to prepare a heawily
revised Israell version

Eachleraeli productic 1of “Pasce
Child”-—-and theone ! saw wasthe
fourth — came about because a
particuiar drama coach becsmne
excited abous the idea.

At Maayan Zvi i: was Efrat Gal,
who then convinced both her fel-
low kibbutzniks and the people of
Faradis to support the project

Working together with Haled
Muasl, principal of the Faradis Pri-
mary Schocl, ena Edat Abed El
Hamid, an English teacher in the
school, she m?aniz-:u a weekly
drama group of kds fom Maaysn
Zviand Faradisthatinetallernately
in the two communibes 3

Theflrs: stege, whichtookayear,
was formally devoted to lezrning
theatar techriques, bue, In faet, its
mein purpose was to allow the
youngstei s fror both places to be-
comeacque nted withoneanother,

Also, since the play Is bilingual,
the boys and girls from Faradis
spentalotof timasnd effort polisi-
irg vp their Hebraw while those
from Maayan Zv! leamed a modi-
cam of Arabie.

Ohly during the second year did
Efrat vegin working with her
charges or the rrusical ftaalf. This
\vag not easy against the back-
ground of the intifaca and the Guli
war, but she and her coliengues ot
Faredis managed to nold thegroup
togct‘w' gven when there was a
svate of stabbings and Scuds,

D Panes Chi'd” was to have been
presanted at both Maayan Zvi and

aracis, butlt couldn’t be puton at
(he Arab village for lack of faelii-
tes. S0 the people of Faradis —the
men in Western clothes and the
women in traditional Moerlen
dressepand head coverings —eame
¢ s@e 1t in ths kibburz auditorium.

They may not have understood
svary word, particulardy in the

tebrew paits, but they clearly en-
joyed the musical, as did tha jews
in the audience,

But the most enthusiascic people
involved werethekidsthemse!ves
Moranof MaayanZvi, forexample,
said it freed her of the prejudices
she had had about Aravs,

Lubna, a g/l from Faradis, taid
essentially the samething, that the
esperience “had completely
changed her faeas about Jews ”

And Amar, 1 boy from Feradis,
clearly spoke for youngsters from
both ~ommunities when he de-
clared: “1 onty hore that wha' we

learned about peace becories a re-
alipy ”
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