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“Peace Child,” which played at
the Wanganui Amdram Theatre
during the weekend, is a musical
by children with 3 message for
children.

Although the peace readings from
the Bible and prayers in different
lan es at the inning were
difficu{t to understand, compensa-
tion came later when the whole
audience was drawn to a scene in
the vear 2025, in which a storyteller
{played by Lisa McDonald) expiains
why they pick a peace child each
vear.,

The story then goes back to our
time, the mid-1980, and we see the
story of Katy (Tracy McDonald) end

Peter (Rohan Mouldey), two chil-
dren who decide want to stop
nuclear weapons made and
make peace between the nations by
visiting their respective presidents
and pleading for peace.

The story is divided into 10
different scenes, all of which con-
tain at least one song. All the
children participate in singing and
doing actions to .

The lighting was extremely
dramatic and helped emphasise
certain things, especially the nuc.
ie!g- war scene, which was superbly

reographed and was VEry pro-
fe_!i‘iionmy done. "
€ message swressed in the
musical was that the children
lv;amed to be allowed to live their
ves.

Adults and peopie making the
weapans had lived their lives and
the children should be given the

. chance to live their lives and die of

old age, not of nuclear radiation.

Children will be ahle to relate to
this musical more than other pieas
for peace, as all roles are played by
children.

in fact, there were no adults ar all
in the cast of 34.

This was a New Zealand premiere
and can be recommended to chil-
dren (and adulis, toor of ajl dges
everywhere.— By AUDREY i
SCOULLAR, aged 12,

‘Peace Child’
applauded

Sir.— May I, through your paper
extend congratulations to each and

dchild performing but came

gran

awg astounded. I could not believe
unti Iaskedthntandmastqere
our Wanganui youth. It was just
magnificent acting throughout and
the message in the play was in-
spiring. v

All my ts are that I could
only send a few more pecple to the
final session. Pleass could not the
performance be repeated because
every child and aduit would surely
benefit from it.

What a refreshing change from all
the trash on television and the
producers must fee! very proud.—
MRS MAVIS O’DONNELL. Wan-
ganui East. :

" Sir— Congratulations to" Hazel

Menehira, Paulane McLean and the
children of “Peace Child™. It was a
wonderful experience.

I hope there is an opnorteaky for
this play, with the - werfuk mes-
58ge il portravs o pe seen by
evervone in New Zeaiand — JENNV
SAYWOOD, Wanganui,

LYy a1 D NV

IRV Y

,.
N

Y

e,

fWa
&

23 [5¢4

SIR, Several performaaces
otR'n children's m‘ll.
Peace Child, were giv-
en during Wengaoui's Fes-

hopefuily to inspire school
and drama groups £0
mount jous of the

David Gordan, brother of
Cat Stevens) spell out a
timely message for the In-
ternational Year of Peace.
Lavrie Salas
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of peace with conviction

What’s so “super” about the superpowers, asks the little girl, if they’re planning to
rob us of the only planet we've got?

It's one of several
pertinent lines in *'Peace
Child”, a musical which
had its New Zealand
premiere at Wanganui's
Amdram Theatre over
the weekend. :

Making good theatre
out of a strong moral
message i8 not casy.
“Peace Child" steps into
awkward territory once
or twice but carried
along by a lively script,
memorable songs, tight
direction and an energe-
tic cast, the lack. of
character depth and
other hallmarks of a
"message” play matter
not at all.

“Peace Child”, first
performed in Britain in
1981, bhas since been
played in other “‘super-
power" nations including
the USSR where it met
with enthusiastic audi-
ences.

American child who, at a
cocktail party for di-
plomats, meets a little
boy from Russia, and
becomes determined by
going to the media to
drive home the folly of
gambiing with the furure
of the young.

On learning from the
US president about TLD,
the Tolerable Level of
Destruction theory,
which allows for over a
hundred million of one's
own people to die while
still allowing a “win", the

little girl warns the pres- .

idents:

“You. old men who
have had your life should
not be allowed to stop the
children baving theirs.”

“Peace Child” is about
children, but its urgent
message is for adults.
The Wanganui produc-
tion found its mark.

Director Haze! Meneh-

Paulane McLean, both
also largely responsible
for lighting, pulled to-
gether a mixture of ex-
perienced and raw new
chums, and with only a
week’s rehearsal (up to
10 hours & day) providad
a pacy, totally involving
show,

The cast had some
worthy vehicles for their
enthusinem, including
“Fireball” and “Hiroshi-
ma Dance Drama”
which, combined with
spectacular lighting ef-
fects, left the audience

gasping; and “Mr Presi-
dent”, a lustily-delivered
message of condemna-
tion and hope.

There wasn’t a young
person on the stage who
wasn't right up with the
play. Cues were snappy,
voices clear and confi-
dent, faces animated.

It  seems pointless
singling out individuals.
Among the principals,
there was considerable
talent,

During the Interna-
tional Year of Peace, this
play is bound to be given
more New Zealand per-
formances. I understand
this cast may have the
chance to perform it in
Wellington. I hope it gets
that chance, it deserves

it JB.

It tetle the story of an

irn

and chorepnranber

‘The Editer welcomes letters to this column. Noms-de-plume may be used

but name and address MUST be supplied.
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o A memorable

- message

& Sir— I had the pleasure and

Yanganui Chronircle

privilege on Sunday of attending a
perforraance of “Peace Chijld”, a
children’s musical and I, want to
congratulate most warmly all those
who were responsible for “this re-
markable production, particularly
the stars, the children, who per-
formed so well.

The message of thé play — that
children have the right to grow up in

peace and without the threat of.

ruclear war and that they have the
potential to persuade  the “presi-
dents” of the world to abandon the
arms race and to work toward
permanent co-operation among nat-
ions — is told in-song and spoken
word and dance by talented youngs-
ters whose clear diction and liveli-
ness ensured a performance of
excellent standard.

I hope we shall be able to arrange
for the “Peace Child"” team to come
to Wellington befare too long so that
people here will have the opportuni-
ty to share the enjoyment of such a
memorable Year of Peace mes-
sage.— MRS LAURIE SALAS, Vice-
chairperson Aotearoa Committee
for the International Year of Peace.

Musical c¢ast m4y
go to Wellington

The Wanganui cast of “Peace
Child” may perform part of the
musical at Parliumeut,
Ne%oliolions arc also underway
for the children to perform in a
Wellington hall, producer Hazel
Mcnehira satd last night.

Several Wellington people
watched the play at the Wanganui
Amdram Hall on Sunday afternoon
and told the children afterwards
they would try to get them to the
Capital.

’I‘hey were the United Nations
Associations’s national vice-presi-
dent Laurie Salas. execntive nfficer
of the Aotearoa committee for the
United Nations Year of Peace -
Barbara Holt, and Julia Gray, a
secretary from the Prime Minister's
department.

“They have made the suggestion
and we have said OK,” Mrs Meneh-
ira said.

They have indicated they would
be willing to pav expensos and

Confirmation of the visit could
come later this week.

“Peace Child” was erformed at
Amdram over the weekend. It was a
New Zealand premiere

It was sponsored and organised by
the Wanganuf International Year of
Peate Committee, Wanganui Peace
‘orum, Wanganui Lodge of the New
Zealand Theosophical Society, Nat-
1onal Council of Women and various
churches.



This production of "Peace Child" has been made
possible by the co-operation of the Wanganui
International Year of Peace Committee, Wanganui
Peace Forum, Wanganui Lodge of the New Zealand
Theosophical Society and the Amdram Community
Theatre. %

Arrangements for bringing it to Wellington
have been made in co-operation with the
Aotearoa €ommittee for the United Nations
International Year of Peace 1986, Box 12-247,
Wellington. Telephone 730-724.

History of "Peace Chilg"

Originally scripted by David Woollcombe, President
of the Peace Child Foundation with music by David
Gordon (older brother of Cat Stevens) the theme

is taken from 'Peace Book' by Bernard Benson. It
was first performed in June 1981 at the Royal
Albert Hall in London with Susannah York as the
storyteller. It has since been performed through-
out U.S.A. and in IYP year 1985 it was shown in
Moscow to an audience of 2,000 and gained a standing
ovation. This year it will be seen in three Soviet
cities. David Woollcombe will visit New Zealand
and Australia in Autumn this year and it is hoped
branches of Peace Child Foundation will be set up
in Australasia.

Gita & Anthony Brooks.

Musical Director and PianiSt - Dee Gray

Bass Player - Alec Bridgeland

Script by Yvonne Duncan

DIRECTED BY HAZE

FEEANCE AL L)

Music by David Gordon
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FOR THE A
INTERNATIONAL CHILDRENS
YEAR OF PEACE MUSICAL

at WELLINGTON TEACHERS COLLEGE,
DONALD STREET, KARORI,

FRIDAY, 20 JUNE, 1986
at 1.15pm.

Cnoreography - Paulane Maclean

Costuming - Margaret Webb

MENEHIRA

"PEACE CHILD" - Opens in the year 2025
CAST
Storyteller: Lisa McDonald

Laty: Tracy McDonald

leter and )

?resident 2: Rohan Mouldey

?resident 1l: Rhys White

dancers: Sara Mclean, Dean McKerras, Trudy Pearson,
Tamela Sainsbury, Bridgette Stoneman,
Carla Vincent.

Peace Child Lars Sorensen, Kelly Timms, Kara Berube,

feam: Tara-Lee Day, Joanna Peebles, Rachel Corkery,

Hayden Robinson, Glyn Gray, Marie Haira,
Philipa Doyle, Felicity Butchart, Rawinia
Jackson, Renei Te Tua, Anne Haira, Angela
Chadfield, Nicola Cox, Jacki Comrie,
Robert O'Donnell, Marcus Christie, Raymond
Loveridge, Lee Haukedahl, Mark Sainsbury,
Sara Mathieson, Daniel Sklenars,

Shantay Webb, Louise Sorenson, Heidi Dash,
Shanna Eaton, Sylvia and Evelyn Willmann,
Shane and Philipa Merino.

'Peace Child' takes 1% hours and there is no interval.

Musical Numbers

"Peace Day"

"Fireball"

"Hiroshima Dance Drama"

"I Want to Live"

"I'm Sorry"

"Mr President"

"Child for a Day"

"Military Industrial Complex"

"Let there be Peace on Earth"

Credits

Production Assistant & Prompt: Yvette Deerness

Lighting Technician: Paulane Maclean assisted
Geoff Campbell

Stage Manager: Barbara McGrail

Stage Crew: Betty & Laurie Lamont
Chris Ford

Properties: Michelle Deerness

Properties Construction: Maurice Hurford

Banners: Bev Hogg & Peter Hogg
Poster Design: Patrick Duffy

Special thanks to: Mothers who provided national costume
Sharon Underwood, National Council of Women, River City
Press, Wanganui Newspapers, Radio 2ZW, Hospitality Wangar

Sponsors:
Miles Bockett Motors Chainey Bros.
Ian Wilks Motors R. & N. Palmer (Plumbers)

Guthrie Motors Limited
River City Press

River City Tracks
and Individuals



Te Tau Maungarongo ki
e Ao Katoa 1986

——

e PEACEMEAL .......

United Nations International
Year of Peace 1986

THE PEACE CHILD

If you haven't heard about
the "Peace Child" musical yet, you
probably will., It is a children's
musical for a cast of 34 children
(no adults). The original script
is by David Woollcombe, President
of the PEACE CHILD FOUNDATION in
the USA. He plans to come to New
Zealand later this year to help set
up a foundation here. He took the
theme of the play from "The Peace
Book" by Bernard Benson. The music
is composed by David Gordon, a
brother of Cat Stevens.

The musical was first
performed at the Royal Albert Hall
in London in 1981. Since then, it
has been performed all over the
world, including in Moscow where it
received a standing ovation from an
audience of 2000. Yvonne Duncan,
Auckland President of STOP
(Students and Teachers Organised
for Peace) was the first to produce
a version of it in New Zealand.

She heard about it from an American
she met in Sydney in 1982, bought
the book by Bernard Benson in
Brisbane at a One Earth gathering
and saw a video there of part of
the Albert Hall production. She
received programmes and music for
the show from Brigadier and Eirween
Harbottle (Generals Against Nuclear
Weapons) when they visited New
Zealand. She had to write to a
friend in Minneapolis to get the
address of the "Peace Child
Foundation". Yvonne felt that the
script by David Woollcombe was more
suitable for America than New
Zealand. She wrote her own script
from the original book, changing
the last scene to the United
Nations to involve more children.

Her production was performed four
times in December 1983 with 100
children at Sherwood School, As a
result of it, she was invited by
her American friend to take 3 of
the children to the Minneapolis
Peace Child Festival in October
1984, Yvonne took with her a video
of the NZ production.

In May 1986, Hazel Menehira,
a teacher of drama, directed the
first production of the "Peace
Child" in an Australasian theatre
in Wanganui for five performances.
She used the script prepared by
Yvonne Duncan. The idea of doing
the show came from Gita Brooke who
had seen it performed overseas. It
was sponsored by the Wanganui
International Year of Peace
Committee and groups associated
with it.
In co-operation with the Aotearoa
Committee, they brought it to
Wellington for a part performance
at Parliament on 20 June for the
benefit of Hon Frank O'Flynn, Hon
Russell Marshall and others. The
children performed the same day at
the Wellington Teachers College
before 500 school children and some
adults.
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A production is now being prepared in Palmerston North, and the Australian
premiere is to be launched soon in Sydney.

The story is set in the Year 2025 when a storyteller explains why they
pick a Peace Child each year. It then goes back to the 1980's to the story of
Katy and Peter, two children who want to stop nuclear weapons being made.
They visit their respective presidents making pleas for peace. The little
girl warns the presidents: "You old men who have had your lives should not be
allowed to stop the children having theirs." The play is divided into 10
scenes, each one highlighting some aspect of peace: what are the obstacles to
peaceful relations, what are the solutions, etc. The Peace Child Foundation
promotes this musical fantasy and plays a part in making it a reality.

Rranches have been established in USA, UK, Israel and Belgium. There is
growing interest in creating regional branches within Australia and New
7ealand. Such a regional organisation would, among other things:

x act as a central distribution point for the Peace Child Study Guide and
related materials;

! licence and support school and community productions of the "Peace Chila"

* solicit for and select students to participate in Peace Child exchange
visits to the Soviet Union, USA and elsewhere;

* contribute a page three times a year to the Peace Child Newsletter about

activities and productions within the country.

A new Peace Child Study Guide will be published in September, 1986. Tt
aspires to be the most comprehensive introduction to peace and human survival
issues yet developed for schools.

yvonne Duncan, (8 Auld Street, Torbay) will be giving a Workshop on
peace Education at the Nelson UNIYP Committee's National Conference "Peace &
Personal Power", 29-31 August, 1986. Hazel Menehira is willing to speak to
interested schools and show a video of her production . You may contact her
C/- UNIYP Committee, Rox 4047, Wanganui. FEnquiries may also be made to David
Woollcombe, Peace Child Foundation, 3977 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 204,
Fairfax, VA22030, USA. Qe

PEACEMEAL CROSSWORD ACROSS

7. Theme for the Year
‘ “ ‘ ' 8. Creative person
10. Strong Regret
EEEE EEN 120 In right i
.- 12, 1In right mind
13, Heavenly bodies
HE & NN i
18. Volume
D [ -
23. Unadulterated
. . . . 24, Scandanavian country

WAEEEE P i
DOWN
"%

1. Inform

AREER - 3. Soyfal.
3. Joyful

4. Authors
5. Celluloid entertainments
6. Pend
9, Statement of belief
14. Shine brightly
15, Companion
16. Adept
19. Extreme happiness
20. Sweetheart
21, Stalks




THE PEACE CHILD

THE PEACE CHILD is a musical, script by DAVID WOOLLCOMBE, President of the
PEACE CHILD FOUNDATION, music by DAVID GORDON (older brother of Cat Stevens).

The theme of the Peace Child was taken from the PEACE BOOK. by BERNARD BENSON

The scene is set in 2025, looking back on the 1980s, telling the story of how
peace came about, thanks to the initiative of the first "peace children", an
american girl and a russian boy. They become friends and decide to visit their
presidents. The "peace children" together with their friends finally succeed
in persuading their presidents to believe in and work for peaceful relations

between the nations.

The Peace Child was first performed in June 1981 at the Royal Albert Hall in
London, with Susannah York as the storyteller.

In 1983 the first script for a school version was produced.

This school version is divided into 10 different scenes, each one highligh-
ting some aspect of what PEACE might mean; what are the obstacles to peaceful

relations; what are the solutions etc.

With the Peace Child comes a Study Guide which can be used by teachers to in-
troduce the whole concept of Peace to students of almost all ages, allowing and
encouraging them to develop their own thoughts and solutiens and finding ways
of expressing these to others. They are invited to re-write the spoken scenes
in the Peace Child within the framework of the story, so that these scenes ex-—
press more accurately the thoughts and feelings of the performers. Therefore

the Feace Child is ever new, ever changing, ever growing and developing -

The Peace Child seeks solutions and does not dwell on the horrors of a possible

Nuclear war. It looks at the problems; then spends time and energy on finding

solutions,

The Peace Child has in the past years been performed throughout USA and in
1985, the International Year of Youth, it was shown in Moscow in front of an

audience of 2000, It was given a standing ovation,

In 1986, the International Year of Peace, US students will be performing the
Peace Child in 3 Soviet cities. Several tours are being prepared for 1987.

Branches of the Pence Child Foundation have already been established in USA,
U.K., Israel and Belgium. There is a growing interest in creating regional

branches of the Pcace Child organisation within Australia and New Zealand as wel.



Such a regional organisation would, among other things,

1) act as a central distribution point for The Peace Child Study Guide

and related materials,

2) 1licence and support school .and community productions of the Peace

Child within the country,

3) solicit for and select students to participate in Peace Child exchange
visits to the Soviet Union and the USA and elsewhere,

4) contribute a page three times a year to the Peace Child newsletter

about activities and productions within the country.

David Woollcombe will be visiting Australia and New Zealand in the Autumn of
1986 and will then be most interested in meeting people who would like to dis-

cuss the possibility of setting up such regional organisations.

A new Peace Child Study Guide will be published in September of 1986, It will

include: three scripts, a new lesson plan, a Russian language section, anec-

dotes related to the happenings around the production of the Peace Child.
It aspires to be "... the most comprehensive introduction to peace and human

survival issues yet developed for schools".

Gita Brooke

PEACE THROUGH UNITY
14 DICKSON CRES.,
WANGANUI,
NEW ZEALAND,
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